
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Being Connected 

 
Homegroup Studies in 1 John 1-3 

Summer 2020 

Introduction 

Dear friends, 

Here are some studies based on our recent sermon series in 1 John. I 

hope they help you to get to grips with John’s letter, and to help you to 

apply it to your lives. 

You should be able to get straight into it, but some notes from the ESV 

Study Bible are included at the end if you would like a bit more 

background first.  

The studies are undated, as we’re having a bit of a flexi-summer due to 

the current situation. 

As always, please do get in touch with me if something doesn’t sense, or 

you just want to check something. 

Every blessing,   

James 

 

List of studies 

Study 1   1 John 1:1-4   Lasting Joy 

Study 2  1 John 1:5-2:6  The Real Deal 

Study 3  1 John 2:7-14  Stickability 

Study 4  1 John 2:15-17  The World 

Study 5  1 John 2:18-27  Receiving Directions 

Study 6  1 John 2:28-3:3 Aiming High 



Study 1 1 John 1:1-4  Lasting Joy 

Intro Q. This study is all about joy. What different things bring you 

happiness? 

Pray & read 1 John 1:1-4 

Q1. If you’ve studied the letter of 1 John before, what do you know 

about it, in terms of when and why it was written, who by and who to? 

Q2. What do we learn in 1:1-4 about why this letter was written? 

Q3. In these verses we see three themes: certainty, fellowship and joy. 

How do these things fit together – does it sound like you can have one 

without the others? 

Q4. If someone was to ask you how sure you are that the Christian faith 

is true what would you say? 

Q5. How sure do you think God wants you to be about your Christian 

faith and why? 

Q6. What are you hoping to get out of these studies in 1 John? 

 

  



Study 2 1 John 1:5-2:6 The Real Deal 

Intro Q. This study is all about being genuine. Think of something that is 

sometimes counterfeited. How can the genuine be distinguished from 

the fake? 

Pray & read 1 John 1:5-2:6 

Q1. John’s readers were being looked down on by a group in the church 

who had upped and left (see 2:19). These dissenters claimed to be the 

real deal and yet didn’t really care about the Christian community they 

were leaving behind. How do v5-7 suggest that they didn’t really know 

God? (Look carefully at v.7) 

Q2. These dissenters claimed to have left the realm of sin behind. What 

does John say in response to this in verses 8-10? 

Q3. The third claim the dissenters made was that they had reached a 

level of enlightenment that meant they no longer needed bother with 

God’s laws. What does John say to this in 2:1-6? 

Q4. How, then, might this passage be a real encouragement to the 

community that John is writing to? 

Q5. When might we feel like we’re not good enough for God? What can 

we remember at such times? 

 

 

  



Study 3 1 John 2:7-14 Stickability 

Intro Q. This study is all about stickability. What different things can you 

think of that are sticky? 

Some of the folk John was writing to had been hurt by others in their 

community, and were thinking of calling it a day. In this passage, John 

addresses this issue head on. 

Pray & read 1 John 2:7-14 

Q1. Look first at verses 7-11. What’s this commandment being spoken 

about? (See also 3:11) 

Q2. In what sense is this commandment old and in what sense is it new? 

(see e.g. Leviticus 19:17-18 & John 13:34).  

Q3. Look onto verses 12-14. How would you describe the language used 

in these verses? 

Q4. How does viewing church as a family affect the way we might 

interact (or not) with others in it? 

Q5. So what’s John’s saying in this passage to those who’re tempted to 

distance themselves from the Christian community? 

Q6.  Suppose you or someone in your group feels hurt or upset about 

something someone else within St Matthew’s has done. What do you 

think God would like you to do / not do? 

 

 

 

 

  



Study 4 1 John 2:15-17 The World 

Intro Q. This study is all about the world. Suppose for a moment that 

you accidently set your house on fire with one of your cigarettes. What 

would you try to grab on your way out? 

Pray & read 1 John 2:15-17 

Q1. What are the different things we learn in this passage about the 

world? 

Q2. John has just been encouraging his readers to stick with their 

Christian community even when its tough. Why do you think that he 

goes on to talk about the world? 

Q3. Think back to whatever you might save from your burning buildings. 

In what ways could they pull you away from the Lord, if you’re not 

careful? 

Q4. What ideas do you have for how you could you make sure to keep 

the Lord number one in your life? 

 

 

 

  



Study 5 1 John 2:18-27  Receiving Directions 

Intro Q. This study is all about receiving directions. What are the worst 

directions you’ve ever received? 

Pray & read 1 John 2:18-27 

Q1. What are your first impressions of today’s passage? 

Q2. What does John call those who’ve left the Christian community in 

verses 18-23? 

Q3. Why do you think he uses such strong language? (Think about what 

we’ve covered so far, and why John is writing.) 

Q4. Suppose someone was to say to you ‘at the end of the day, it 

doesn’t matter quite what we make of Jesus – the main thing is we all 

believe in God.’ How might you respond? Would John approve? 

Q5. In the rest of today’s passage John gives his readers two things to do 

to help them stay connected within the true Christian community. 

What’s the first of these? (v24-25) 

Q6. The ‘anointing’ mentioned in verse 27 (& v.20) almost certainly 

refers to the Holy Spirit (see also 2 Cor. 1:21-22) who helps us to 

understand God’s Word and apply it to our lives. What does John call his 

readers to remember in these verses? How might this help them avoid 

going astray? 

Q7. What would be a good thing to do next time someone gives you 

some advice for your life? 

 

 

 

  



Study 6 1 John 2:28-3:3  Aiming High 

Intro Q. This study is about aiming high. What targets do you sometimes 

give yourself? 

Pray & read 1 John 2:28-3:3 

Q1. What do you make of this passage? 

Q2. What does ‘abide’ mean? (See also John 15:1-16) 

Q3. Looking at today’s passage as a whole, why should John’s readers 

remain in relationship with the Lord? 

Q4. What is so great about God’s love? (3:1) 

Q5. Verses 2-3 of chapter 3 talk about Jesus returning to earth. How 

does this make you feel? 

Q6. How might remembering the Lord’s return sharpen our church life 

and what we give our time and energy to? (2:28, 3:3) 

Q7. Think back over these studies in 1 John. What’s the main thing 

you’ve been struck by? 

 

 

  



Notes on 1 John  

taken from the ESV Study Bible © Crossway 2001 

 

Early post-apostolic figures like Polycarp and Papias (c. A.D. 100) 

presuppose or cite 1 John in their writings. This suggests a date of 

composition no later than the 90s A.D. This dovetails with the 

testimony of church fathers that, shortly before A.D. 67, John joined 

other Christians in departing from Jerusalem prior to the destruction 

of the city by Rome. John reportedly resumed his apostolic ministry in 

the vicinity of the great but highly idolatrous city of Ephesus (in 

modern western Turkey). He likely wrote 1 John as an elder 

statesman of the faith in the last third of the first century, perhaps to 

churches in the surrounding region. This might have included towns 

like those mentioned alongside Ephesus in the opening chapters of 

Revelation: Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and 

Laodicea (Rev. 2:8–3:22). 

It is customary to understand 1 John as a response to the rise of an 

early form of Gnosticism. This was a religious mysticism that pirated 

Christian motifs to propagate an understanding of salvation based 

on… “knowledge” (Greek: gnōsis). According to this view, redemption 

is through affirming the divine light already in the human soul, not 

through repentance of sin and faith in Christ’s death to bring about 

spiritual rebirth. Writings widely publicized in recent years, like the 

Gospel of Thomas and Gospel of Judas, for example, were products of 

Gnostic writers… 

 

 

 
 
 

John wrote to Christians who had witnessed an exodus from their 

ranks (2:19). This does not mean that all John wrote should be 

interpreted as a response to schism—John is neither anti-Gnostic nor 

anti-schismatic. John’s focus is positive, not polemical. His aim is 

redemptive, not reactionary. He urges readers to refine their 

theological understanding, sharpen their ethical rigor, and heighten 

their devotional intensity. That is, they must grow in faith, obedience, 

and love. Yet the letter is not a list of dos and don’ts.  It is rather a 

manifesto of “Done!”—Jesus’ words “It is finished” (John 19:30) come 

to mind. First John highlights what God the Father has “done” in 

sending Christ the Son, offering him up as a sacrifice for sins, and 

sending forth “the word of life” (1 John 1:1) that is causing this 

world’s darkness to pass away and the true light of the coming age to 

shine (2:8). 

God’s action becomes the mandate of those who believe in his Son. 

“Whoever does the will of God abides forever” (2:17). God’s will is for 

readers to receive the saving message of Christ’s coming, rejoice in 

the commands of Christ’s teaching, and revel in the love of the Father 

as it continually translates into Christian love for one another and 

ministry to the world. This is “not love in word or talk but in deed and 

in truth” (3:18). 

 


